
Overview of the beatitudes 

Section 1: The lowly ones and their suffering 

 

Announcement Who is blessed The blessing Subtexts 

1. Blessed are the poor in spirit   for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven 

Isaiah 61:1               

2. Blessed are those who mourn  for they shall be comforted Isaiah 61:2-3 

3. Blessed are the meek  for they shall inherit the earth Psalm 37:11                       

4. Blessed are those who hunger 

and thirst for 

righteousness/justice  

for they shall be satisfied Psalm 37:4-6 

 
- All begin with “p” in Greek 
 
- The logic of each of these is reversal, those who are low now are/will be raised up and blessed.  
 
- They parallel each other: a) The first and third are synonymous parallels that name the lowly ones (the same 
word “anawim” in the Hebrew subtext). b) The second and fourth are synonymous parallels which focus on what 
they do; their reaction to their situation. c) And so the first and second as a unit parallel the third and fourth as a 

unit. Each names the lowly ones and their reaction to their lowliness. 
 
- They share subtexts: The first and second come from Isaiah 61. The third and fourth come from Psalm 37. 
 
- The first is stated in the present tense, the others in the future tense. 

 

Section 2: The righteousness of the lowly ones 

 

Announcement Who is blessed The blessing 

5. Blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy 

6. Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God  

7. Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called sons of God 

 
- These each have to do with righteous behavior. 

 
Section 3: A summary  

 

Announcement Who is blessed The blessing 

8. Blessed are those who are persecuted (beatitudes 

#1-#4) for righteousness' sake 

(beatitudes #5-#7) 

for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven 

 


