
Three “you are” statements – Matthew 5:11-16 

A. You are blessed  

“You are” statement: 11Blessed are you (or – you are blessed) when others revile you and persecute you 

and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  

Exhortation: 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you. 

B. You are salt  

“You are” statement: 13 You are the salt of the earth,  

Warning: but if salt has lost its taste (literally becomes foolish), how shall its saltiness be 

restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under 

people’s feet. 

A1. You are light 

“You are” statement: 14 You are the light of the world.  

Exhortation: A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a 

basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.16 In the same way, let your light shine 

before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

________________________________ 

All three describe the disciple community of Jesus. 

All three “you are” statements reference the world as a separate community – A. those who persecute, B. “the 

earth,” (which lacks wisdom) A1. “the world” (which is a place of darkness). 

A and A1 – both have exhortations – “rejoice;” “shine.” Both have the phrase “in heaven.” A. has “reward” for 

disciples, A1. has “glory” for the Father. 

In A there is a negative response to believers. In A1 there is a positive response to believers. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

The final beatitude 

Matthew 5:11-12 Luke 6:22-23 

 Blessed are you  

 when others revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely  

 on my account.  
 

 Rejoice and be glad,  

 for your reward is great in heaven,  

 for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 Blessed are you  

 when people hate you and when they exclude you 
and revile you and spurn your name as evil,  

 on account of the Son of Man!  
 

 Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy,  

 for behold, your reward is great in heaven;  

 for so their fathers did to the prophets. 

 

 



Salt sayings of Jesus 

Matthew 5:13 Mark 9:49-50 Luke 14:34-35 

 For everyone will be salted with fire.   

"You are the salt of the earth . . .   

. . . but if salt has lost its taste 
(becomes foolish) how shall its 
saltiness be restored?  

Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its 
saltiness (becomes un-salty) how will 
you make it salty again? 

Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste 
(becomes foolish) how shall its 
saltiness be restored? 
 

It is no longer good for anything except 
to be thrown out and trampled under 
people's feet. 

 It is of no use either for the soil or for 
the manure pile. It is thrown away. He 
who has ears to hear, let him hear. 

 Have salt in yourselves  

 

 

 

 

 


