
Jesus’ Death in Psalm 22:1-18 
 
King David was seen as a type - an image or model - of the coming Messiah, his 
descendent.  

 As Peter says in Acts 2:30-31, “David, being a prophet, didn’t just speak 
about himself, he foresaw and spoke about the Messiah.” In other words, 
David speaks prophetically about Jesus.  

 We can also say that David prophetically models aspects of Jesus’ life. Things 
that happened in David’s life point to things that happened in Jesus’ life. 

  
This is the case with Psalm 22 which is a Davidic Psalm. And vs. 22:1-18 give us a 
vivid, prophetic picture of Jesus’ death. And this is what we want to look at tonight in 
ten sets of Scripture readings that parallel Psalm 22 and the passion narratives of 
the Gospels. (The ones noted by the Gospel writers as fulfillments of Psalm 22 are 
found in bold italics in the Gospel texts below). 
 
1. Jesus cried out to God  
 
Psalm 22:1-5 - “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far 
from saving me, from the words of my groaning? O my God, I cry by day, but you do 
not answer, and by night, but I find no rest. Yet you are holy, enthroned on the 
praises of Israel. In you our fathers trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them. 
To you they cried and were rescued; in you they trusted and were not put to 
shame.”   
 

Mark 15:34, just before Jesus died, says, “And at the ninth hour Jesus cried 
with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?’ which means, ‘My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?’" [Matthew 27:46] 

 
2. Jesus was mocked by those who saw him  
 
Psalm 22:6-8 – “But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and despised 
by the people. All who see me mock me; they make mouths at me; they wag their 
heads; ‘He trusts in the Lord; let him deliver him; let him rescue him, for he delights 
in him!’"   
 

Mark 15:29-32a says, “And those who passed by derided him, wagging 
their heads and saying, ‘Aha! You who would destroy the temple and rebuild 
it in three days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!’ So also the 
chief priests with the scribes mocked him to one another, saying, ‘He saved 
others; he cannot save himself. Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down 
now from the cross that we may see and believe.’” [Matthew 27:39-44; Luke 23:35-
39] 
 
Matthew 27:43 adds that the Jerusalem leaders said mockingly, “’He trusts 
in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, 'I am the 
Son of God.’”  
 
Luke 23:39 adds that “One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, 
saying, ‘Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!’"  

 
3. Jesus was alone on the cross abandoned by all   
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Psalm 22:9-11 – “Yet you are he who took me from the womb; you made me trust 
you at my mother's breasts. On you was I cast from my birth, and from my mother's 
womb you have been my God. Be not far from me, for trouble is near, and there is 
none to help.” 
 

Mark 14:50-52 recounts how the disciples deserted Jesus at his arrest. 
[Matthew 26:56] 
 
Mark 14:66-72 tells how Peter also denied him. [Matthew 26:69-75; Luke 22:56-62; 
John 18:15-18; 25-27] 

 
4. Jesus stood falsely judged by the Jewish and Gentile authorities  
 
Psalm 22:12-13 - “Many bulls encompass me; strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 
they open wide their mouths at me, like a ravening and roaring lion.”   
 

Mark 14:53-64 speaks of the Jewish leaders’ condemnation of Jesus. [Matthew 
26:57-66; Luke 22:66-71; John 18:12-24; 28-32] 
 
Mark 15:2-15 speaks of the Roman ruler Pilate’s condemnation of Jesus to 
death. [Matthew 27:11-26; Luke 23:1-5; 18-25; John 18:28-19:16] 

 
5. Jesus suffered before and on the cross 
  
Psalm 22:14-15; 17 – “I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; 
my heart is like wax; it is melted within my breast; my strength is dried up like a 
potsherd . . . I can count all my bones . . ..”  
 

Luke 22:63-65 tells how Jewish soldiers abused Jesus – “Now the men who 
were holding Jesus in custody were mocking him as they beat him. They also 
blindfolded him and kept asking him, ‘Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?’ 
And they said many other things against him, blaspheming him.” [Matthew 
26:67-68; Mark 14:65] 
 
Matthew 27:26 tells of how Jesus was flogged by the Romans. This was a 
vicious whipping with scourges that ripped the flesh and caused great loss of 
blood. [Mark 15:15; John 19:1] 
 
John 19:27 tells how Jesus had to carry his cross for a time. [Matthew 27:32; 
Mark 15:21; Luke 23:36] 
 
Crucifixion itself was an extremely painful, agonizing way to die. Jesus was on 
the cross for six hours. 

 
6. Jesus was thirsty  

 
Psalm 22:15 – “my tongue sticks to my jaws.” 

 
John 19:28 says, “After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said - 
to fulfill the Scripture, ‘I thirst.’” 
 

7. Jesus was surrounded by Roman soldiers  
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Psalm 22:16-17 – “For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me . . 
. they stare and gloat over me.”  
 

Matthew 27:27-31 speaks of their abuse of him before the cross - “Then the 
soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's headquarters, and 
they gathered the whole battalion before him. And they stripped him and put 
a scarlet robe on him, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on 
his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they 
mocked him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" And they spit on him and took 
the reed and struck him on the head. And when they had mocked him, they 
stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away to 
crucify him.” [Mark 15:16-20; John 19:1-3]  

 
Luke 23:36-38 speaks of their actions after Jesus was crucified - “The soldiers 
also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine and saying, ‘If you 
are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’ There was also an inscription over 
him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’"  

 
8. The soldiers crucified him, piercing his hands and feet  
 
Psalm 22:16 – “they have pierced my hands and feet”  

Luke 23:33 says simply, “they crucified him” - which involved nailing his 
hands and feet to the cross. [Matthew 27:35; Mark 15:24; John 19:23] 

9. The soldiers cast lots for his clothing  

Psalm 22:18 – “they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast 
lots.”   

John 19:23-24 says,  “When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his 
garments and divided them into four parts, one part for each soldier; 
also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from 
top to bottom, so they said to one another, ‘Let us not tear it, but cast 
lots for it to see whose it shall be." This was to fulfill the Scripture 
which says, ‘They divided my garments among them, and for my 
clothing they cast lots.’ So the soldiers did these things.” [Matthew 27:35; Mark 
15:24; Luke 23:34] 

10. Jesus died 

Psalm 22:15 - “you lay me in the dust of death.” 

Luke 23:46 says, “Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, into 
your hands I commit my spirit!’ And having said this he breathed his last.” 
[Matthew 27:50; Mark 15:37; John 19:30] 
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Note: Jesus’ vindication and resurrection is also prophetically pictured in Psalm 22: 
 
The resurrected Jesus appeared to his disciples and continues to proclaim to 
all his vindication by God.  
 
Psalm 22:19-26 – “But you, O Lord, do not be far off! O you my help, come quickly 
to my aid! Deliver my soul from the sword, my precious life from the power of the 
dog! Save me from the mouth of the lion! You have rescued me from the horns of 
the wild oxen! I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the 
congregation I will praise you: You who fear the Lord, praise him! All you 
offspring of Jacob, glorify him, and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 
For he has not despised or abhorred the affliction of the afflicted, and he has not 
hidden his face from him, but has heard, when he cried to him. From you comes my 
praise in the great congregation; my vows I will perform before those who fear him. 
The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the Lord! 
May your hearts live forever!” Hebrews 2:11-12 (Matthew 28:10; John 20:17) 
  
Because of what God has done for the risen Jesus, the nations will come to  
serve and honor God.  
 
Psalm 22:27-31-  “All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, 
and all the families of the nations shall worship before you. For kingship belongs to 
the Lord, and he rules over the nations. All the prosperous of the earth eat and 
worship; before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, even the one who could 
not keep himself alive. Posterity shall serve him; it shall be told of the Lord to the 
coming generation; they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people yet 
unborn, that he has done it.” (Matthew 28:18-20) 
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