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A Baptism & Membership Covenant gives content to what it means to be baptized as a Christian and more 
specifically to be a baptized member of this congregation. It articulates our faith commitments, gives focus to 
what we are about as a congregation and binds us together in this. It also provides an accessible summary for new 
believers and those considering joining our congregation. 
  

 Section One: Baptism and Membership Confession. This includes our basic confession of faith in Jesus and 
our experience of salvation. It consists of seven questions. 

 Section Two: Baptism and Membership Commitments. This includes some of our basic commitments which 
helps us to see and remember what the Christian life looks like. 

 
 
All Scripture references are from the English Standard Version (ESV), except where noted: New Living Translation (NLT); New Revised Standard 
Version (NRSV). An * means a modified ESV reading. 
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Cedar Street Covenant: 
 

Section One: Baptism & Membership Confession 
 

 1. Do you acknowledge that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the living God and the Savior of the world?  
 2. Having counted the cost of repentance, is it your desire to turn from your sins in order to live a new life in 
Jesus?  
 3. Do you believe that through Jesus’ life, death and resurrection God has provided for your salvation and new 
life? 
 4. Have you experienced the forgiveness of your sins through faith in Jesus?  
 5. Have you experienced the new life that comes from the Spirit of God? 
 6. Is your hope set on Jesus’ second coming and the resurrection when he will make all things new?  
 7. Are you willing to receive (Have you freely chosen and received) water baptism as a public testimony to your 
new life in Jesus?  

  
 

Section Two: Baptism & Membership Commitments 
  
Having been baptized upon our faith in Jesus:  
 
We commit to love God  

 to obey, learn from, worship, trust in and serve God as our only true Master above all other authorities 
 to do all this according to what God’s Son, Jesus and his apostles have  taught us 
 to do this with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength, giving ourselves completely to God’s kingdom 
 and to be true to God and our Lord Jesus, even if this brings us difficulties and persecution. 

 

  We commit to love God by accepting God’s boundaries 
 to submit to the human authorities that God has put in place 
 to exercise self-control over our desires, forsaking greedy self-indulgence, and living lives of sexual purity and sobriety 
 and to guard against entering into any relationship or circumstance that could cause us to stumble. 

 

  We commit to love each other   
 to be gentle, kind, compassionate, honest and forgiving with each other 
 to humbly serve, encourage, teach and pray for each other 
 to meet together regularly, participate in and support our mutual ministry 
 to receive loving admonition from one another and our leaders when we stray 
 to give assistance to each other so that our material needs can be met 
 and to do all that we can to live in peace with one another. 

 

  We commit to love our families   
 to honor and care for our parents 
 if married, to love and care for our spouse, faithfully honoring what God has joined together 
 if parents, to care for and raise our children in the way of the Lord. 

 

  We commit to love all people   
 to humbly serve and help others according to their need 
 to give mercy to those who have failed God and others 
 to give assistance to and speak up for the poor, the lowly and the vulnerable 
 to love, bless, pray for and feed our enemies, returning good for evil 
 and to share the good news of Jesus in both word and deed with all people. 

 
 In all of this we rely on God’s Spirit working in us, and seek God’s mercy and restoration when we fail, as we 

await the day when Jesus will return and welcome us into his kingdom. 
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Section One: Confession - Scripture Guide 

 
1. Do you acknowledge that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the living God and the Savior of the world?  Jesus asked, “’Who do 
you say that I am?’ Simon Peter replied, ‘You are the Messiah (Christ), the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed 
are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.’”- Matthew 16:13-17; 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”- John 
3:16; "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved . . .." - Acts 16:31; “There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other 
name under heaven by which we must be saved.” - Acts 4:12 (NLT); “And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to 
be the Savior of the world.” - 1 John 4:14.  
 
2. Having counted the cost of repentance, is it your desire to turn from your sins in order to live a new life in Jesus?  “Jesus 
began to preach, saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’" - Matthew 4:17; Jesus said to those who sought to follow 
him, “For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 
Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, saying, 'This man began to build 
and was not able to finish.'” - Luke 14:28-30; Paul says, “put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is 
corrupt through deceitful desires, and . . . be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self, created after the likeness 
of God in true righteousness and holiness.” - Ephesians 4:22-24; The content of this new life is found in the commitments section 
below. 
 
3. Do you believe that through Jesus’ life, death and resurrection God has  provided for your salvation and new life? “For even 
the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." - Mark 10:45; Jesus said, "Thus it is 
written, that the Messiah (Christ) should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins 
should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am 
sending the promise of my Father upon you.” - Luke 24:46-49. “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 
confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, ‘Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.’ For there is no distinction 
between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. For ‘everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved.’" -  Romans 10:9-13; “For there is only one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and 
humanity—the man Christ Jesus.” - 1 Timothy 2:5-6 (NLT); Our salvation is based on what God had done for us in Jesus, “But God, 
being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ— by grace you have been saved - and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ  Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For 
by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one 
may boast.” - Ephesians 2:4-9.  
 
4. Have you experienced the forgiveness of your sins through faith in Jesus? Jesus said of his death, “This is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” - Matthew 26:28; “Repentance and forgiveness of sins should be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations.” - Luke 24:47; “To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name." - Acts 10:43; “Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 
But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. So also David speaks of 
the blessedness of those to whom God reckons righteousness apart from works: ‘Blessed are those whose iniquities are forgiven, and 
whose sins are covered; blessed is the one against whom the Lord will not reckon sin.’” - Romans 4:5-8 (NRSV); “In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace.” - Ephesians 1:7; “For I delivered 
to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures” - I Corinthians 15:3.  
 
 5. Have you experienced the new life that comes from the Spirit of God? John the Baptist said of Jesus, “I have baptized you with 
water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." - Mark 1:8; Jesus said, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you . . .. If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" - Luke 11:9-13; “Jesus answered him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can a man be born when he is old? Can he 
enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and 
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.’” - 
John 3:3-6; Jesus said, “Anyone who is thirsty may come to me! Anyone who believes in me may come and drink! For the Scriptures 
declare, ‘Rivers of living water will flow from his heart.’” When he said “living water,” he was speaking of the Spirit . . ..” - John 
7:37-39 (NLT); "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the 
Lord our God calls to himself." - Acts 2:38-39; The Spirit gives us new life. We are raised to new life - Romans 6:5; We have been 
“made alive with Christ” - Ephesians 2:5; The Spirit enables and empowers us to live the new life Jesus calls us to. Jesus said that 
“although the flesh is weak,” “the Spirit is indeed willing” that is, to help us do God’s will - Mark 14:38; Galatians 5:22-23; Jesus also 
said in Acts 1:8,“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you”; power to serve God in new and bold ways.  
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6. Is your hope set on Jesus’ second coming and the resurrection when he will make all things new? We are to pray, “your 
kingdom come” – Luke 11:2; “And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. And then he will 
send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.” - Mark 13:26-27; 
“Those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and to the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage, 
for they cannot die anymore, because they are equal to angels and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.” - Luke 20:35-36; 
“For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the 
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these words.” 1 
Thessalonians 4:16-18; I Corinthians 15:52-53; I John 3:1-3; “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will 
pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be 
exposed. . . . But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.” - 2 Peter 
3:10; 13; I Peter 1:3-5; Romans 8:18; “Our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will 
transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.” - 
Philippians 3:20-21; In John’s vision, Jesus said, "Surely I am coming soon." - Revelation 22:20. [See commitments section 7/c] 
 
7. Are you willing to receive (Have you freely chosen and received) water baptism as a public testimony to your new life in 
Jesus? Jesus said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.” - Matthew 28:19; “And Peter said to them, ‘Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins . . ..’” - Acts 2:38; Water baptism is connected to a commitment to lay aside your old life in order to live a 
new one – Matthew 3:11; Romans 6:4; It is “a pledge of a good conscience toward God” - 1 Peter 3:21*; It is joined together with 
learning to do all that Jesus has taught - Matthew 28:19-20; Water baptism is connected to receiving new life in Jesus - “We were 
buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we 
too might walk in newness of life.” - Romans 6:4; Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16. 

 
 Section Two: Commitments - Scripture Guide 

 
 This statement of commitments is based on the two greatest commandments: Love of God and love of neighbor. Someone asked 

Jesus, "’Which is the great commandment in the Law?’ And he said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.’" - Matthew 22:36-40; Deuteronomy 6:5; 
Leviticus 19:18. In the following, there are two sections on love of God, one general and one specific to accepting God’s boundaries 
in our lives. And there are three sections on loving others based on three categories of neighbors.  

 
 The following does not contain all that God commands. It is a sample. Our commitment is to follow all of what God commands as this 

is found in Scripture.  
 
   
 1. Having been baptized upon our confession of faith in Jesus:  

      [See confession, question #7] 
 
 2. We commit to love God 
 

a) to obey - “For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome.” - 1 John 
5:3; “You must love the Lord your God and obey all his requirements, decrees, regulations, and commands.” –  Deuteronomy 
11:1 (NLT).  
b) learn from - “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you 
may be careful to do according to all that is written in it.” - Joshua 1:8; Jesus said, “Pay attention to what you hear” referring to 
his teaching – Mark 4:24; He also said, “learn from me” – Matthew 11:29; 2 Timothy 3:14-17. [See also commitments section 
2/h] 
c) worship - “You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve." - Matthew 4:10; We are to praise God – Psalm 
150; Colossians 3:16; We are to honor God’s name – Exodus 20: 7; Jesus teaches us to pray - Matthew 6:5-15; Speaking of the 
Lord’s supper Jesus said, “Do this in remembrance of me” -  I Corinthians 11:24-25; Jesus speaks of giving offerings in Matthew 
6:2-4 and Luke 21:1-4. 
d) trust in - “Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' For the 
Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” - Matthew 6:31-33; “And those who know your name put their 
trust in you, for you, O Lord, have not forsaken those who seek you.” - Psalm 9:10; “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do 
not lean on your own understanding.” - Proverbs 3:5;  Romans 4:17-21; Hebrews 11. 
e) and serve God - Jesus calls us to “follow” him in serving God and doing the work of the kingdom – Matthew 9:9; He give to 
each of us responsibilities to increase the kingdom while he is gone  – Matthew 25:14-30.  
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f) as our only true Master - “Hear O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord alone is God”* - Deuteronomy 6:4; Mark 12:29; 32; 
"You shall have no other gods before me.” - Exodus 20:3; “There is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom 
we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.” - I Corinthians 8:6; To love God 
means that we “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
For all that is in the world— the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions—is not from the Father 
but is from the world.” - 1 John 2:15-16.   
g) above all other authorities - This applies to money: "No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.” - Matthew 6:24; This applies 
to human governments: “But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human authority.” - Acts 5:29 
(NRSV); Daniel 6:1-24; This applies to our families: Jesus said, “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of 
me.” - Matthew 10:37. 
 
h) to do all this according to what God’s Son, Jesus - “You have one teacher, the Messiah.” - Matthew 23:10; Deuteronomy 
18:18-19; “Why do you call me 'Lord, Lord,' and not do what I tell you?’” - Luke 6:46; “And a cloud overshadowed them, and a 
voice came out of the cloud, "This is my beloved Son; listen to him." - Mark 9:7; “The law indeed was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, 
who has made him known.” - John 1:17-18 (NRSV); “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by 
the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also 
he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the 
word of his power.” - Hebrews 1:1-3. 
i) and his apostles have taught us - “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations . . . teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you.” - Matthew 28:19-20; "The one who hears you (apostles) hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects me, and 
the one who rejects me rejects him who sent me." - Luke 10:16; Apostolic teaching is preserved for us in the writings of the 
apostolic church – the New Testament. 
 
j) to do this with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength - “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your might.” – Deuteronomy 6:5; Mark 12:30. 
k) giving ourselves completely to God’s kingdom - “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness.” - Matthew 6:33; 
"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all 
that he has and buys that field.”- Matthew 13:44; “If you want to be my disciple, you must hate everyone else by comparison—
your father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even your own life. Otherwise, you cannot be my disciple.” - 
Luke 14:26 (NLT); “For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” - 
Matthew 16:25 (NRSV). 
 
l) and to be true to God and our Lord Jesus, even if this brings us difficulties and persecution - “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” - Mark 8:34 (NRSV); “And I tell you, everyone who 
acknowledges me before others, the Son of Man also will acknowledge before the angels of God; but whoever denies me before 
others will be denied before the angels of God.”- Luke 12:8-9 (NRSV); "Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.” - Matthew 5:11; “Through many tribulations we must enter the 
kingdom of God.” - Acts 14:22. “And you will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will be 
saved.” - Matthew 10:22; “All who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” - 2 Timothy 3:12.  

 
 3. We commit to love God by accepting God’s boundaries 

 
a) to submit to the human authorities that God has put in place - “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God 
the things that are God's." - Luke 20:25; “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has 
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.” - Romans 13:1-2; “Fear God. Honor the emperor. Servants, be subject to 
your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but also to the unjust.”- 1 Peter 2:17-18; Matthew 5:38-42; “Wives, 
submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.” - Colossians. 3:18; “Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases 
the Lord.” - Colossians 3:20; Exodus 20:12; When a human authority tells you to do what God forbids, do what God says. [See 
commitments section 2/g] 
  
b) to exercise self-control over our desires - “But the fruit of the Spirit is . . . self-control.” -  Galatians 5:22-23. 
c) forsaking greedy self-indulgence - In this story Jesus condemns the man “who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who 
feasted sumptuously everyday” while ignoring the needs of others around him - Luke 16:19-31; "Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence.” - 
Matthew 23:25; James speaks of those who “have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. You have fattened your 
hearts in a day of slaughter.” - James 5:5; “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some 
have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.” - 1 Timothy 6:10; Proverbs 23:20-21. 
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d) and living lives of sexual purity - “For from within, out of a person’s heart, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality . . .. All 
these vile things come from within; they are what defile you.” - Mark 7:21-23 (NLT); “For this is the will of God, your 
sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; that each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness and 
honor, not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God.” - 1 Thessalonians 4:3-5; "You have heard that it was 
said, 'You shall not commit adultery.' But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart.” - Matthew 5:27-28; Sexual immorality includes, among other things: adultery (Matthew 
15:19); incest (I Corinthians 5:1-3); prostitution (I Corinthians 6:15); same-sex practice (Romans 1:26-27); and pre-marital sex    
(I Corinthians 7:2, 9). 
e) and sobriety - “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit” - Ephesians 5:18; Luke 
21:34; “The time that is past suffices for doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in . . .  drunkenness (and) drinking parties.” -  
1 Peter 4:3; Galatians 5:21. 
 
f) and to guard against entering into any relationship or circumstance that could cause us to stumble - “Do not be deceived: 
‘Bad company ruins good morals.’" - I Corinthians 15:33; “Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has 
righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what portion 
does a believer share with an unbeliever?” - 2 Corinthians 6:14-15; A widow “is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in 
the Lord.” - 1 Corinthians 7:39; Deuteronomy 7:3; We are to be extremely cautious with things that lead us to sin - “And if your 
hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable 
fire. And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. 
And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to 
be thrown into hell, 'where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.'” - Mark 9:43-48. 

 
 4. We commit to love each other 
 

a) to be gentle, kind, compassionate, honest and forgiving with each other - “A new commandment I give to you, that you 
love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.” - John 13:34; “We know love by this, that he laid 
down his life for us - and we ought to lay down our lives for one another.” - 1 John 3:16 (NRSV); “Love is patient and kind; love 
does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;  it does not 
rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” - 
1 Corinthians 13:4-7; “Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins.” - 1 Peter 4:8; “Put on 
then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another 
and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.” - 
Colossians 3:12-13; “Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are 
members one of another.” - Ephesians 4:25; Matthew 5:37; “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God 
in Christ forgave you.” - Ephesians 4:32; “And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that 
your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses." - Mark 11:25; “If another believer sins, rebuke that person; 
then if there is repentance, forgive.”   
b) to humbly serve, encourage, teach, pray for and support each other - “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and 
servant of all.” - Mark 9:35 (NRSV); Paul speaks of “submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.” - Ephesians 5:21; 
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.” - Colossians 3:16; “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.” - 
Philippians 2:3-4 (NRSV); “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ” – Galatians 6:2; “Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep.” - Romans 12:15; “And we urge you, brothers and sisters, admonish the idle, encourage the 
fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all.” - 1 Thessalonians 5:14; We must be careful not to lead others to sin - “If 
any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone 
were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea.” - Mark 9:42 (NRSV). 
 
c) to meet together regularly, participate in and support our mutual ministry - “And let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the 
more as you see the Day drawing near.” - Hebrews 10:24-25; We are all given tasks to do to carry on the work of Jesus - Matthew 
25:14-30; We are all called to be a part of the local ministry and use our gifts - “For as in one body we have many members, and 
the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of 
another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them . . ..” - Romans 12:4-6; “Now there are 
varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but 
it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” -  
1 Corinthians 12:4-7; “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: whoever 
speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in 
everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.” - 1 Peter 4:10-11; We are called upon to support both local ministers and 
missionaries - “Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and 
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teaching; for the scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain,” and, “The laborer deserves to be 
paid.” - 1 Timothy 5:17-18 (NRSV); Matthew 10:10; “In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel 
should get their living by the gospel.” - I Corinthians 9:14.  
 
d) to receive loving admonition from one another and our leaders when we stray - “If another member of the church sins 
against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one.” - 
Matthew 18:15 (NRSV); “We ask you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the Lord 
and admonish you.” - 1 Thessalonians 5:12; “Dear brothers and sisters, if another believer is overcome by some sin, you who are 
godly should gently and humbly help that person back onto the right path. And be careful not to fall into the same temptation 
yourself.” - Galatians 6:1 (NLT); “My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by 
another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover 
a multitude of sins. – James 5:19-20 (NRSV); In all this we must make sure that we “do not judge by appearances, but judge with 
right judgment." - John 7:24. 
 
e) to give assistance to each other so that our material needs can be met - “Sell your possessions, and give to the needy.” - 
Luke 12:33; “Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.” - Romans 12:13; “We know love by this, that he 
laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one another. How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the 
world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?” -1 John 3:16-18 (NRSV); “If a brother or sister is poorly 
clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and filled,’ without giving them the 
things needed for the body, what good is that?”- James 2:15-16; “So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and 
especially to those who are of the household of faith.” - Galatians 6:10; Speaking of the early church Luke says, “There was not a 
needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 
and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.” - Acts 4:34-35. [See also commitments section 6/c] 
 
f) and to do all that we can to live in peace with one another - “Be at peace with one another." - Mark 9:50; “If possible, so far 
as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.” - Romans 12:18; “And above all these put on love, which binds everything together 
in perfect harmony.” – Colossians 3:15; “So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding.” - Romans 
14:19; “Be at peace among yourselves.” - 1 Thessalonians 5:13; Philippians 4:2-3. 

 
 5. We commit to love our families   
 

a) to honor and care for our parents - “Honor your father and mother.” - Matthew 19:19; Ephesians 6:2; Paul says to young 
children: “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.” - Ephesians 6:1; Jesus condemns not taking care of our 
parents in old age: “For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, ‘Whoever speaks evil of father or mother must 
surely die.’ But you say that if anyone tells father or mother, ‘Whatever support you might have had from me is Corban’ (that is, 
an offering to God)— then you no longer permit doing anything for a father or mother, thus making void the word of God through 
your tradition that you have handed on.” - Mark 7:10-13 (NRSV). 
 
b) if married, to love and care for our spouse - “Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 
her.” - Ephesians 5:25; “Let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.” - 
Ephesians 5:33; “And whoever does not provide for relatives, and especially for family members, has denied the faith and is 
worse than an unbeliever.” - I Timothy 5:8 (NRSV). 
 
c) faithfully honoring what God has joined together - “Do not commit adultery” - Luke 18:20; Exodus 20:14; "Have you not 
read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and female, and said, 'Therefore a man shall leave his father 
and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh'? So they are no longer two but one flesh. What 
therefore God has joined together, let not man separate." - Matthew 19:4-6; “Whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual 
immorality, and marries another, commits adultery." - Matthew 19:9; I Corinthians 7:10-11. 
 
d) if parents, to care for and raise our children in the way of the Lord - “You shall teach my commandments diligently to 
your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and 
when you rise.” - Deuteronomy 6:7; Psalm 78:5-7; “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the 
discipline and instruction of the Lord.” - Ephesians 6:4; 2 Timothy 1:5; 2 Timothy 3:14-15; I Timothy 5:8. 

 
 6. We commit to love all people   
 

a) to humbly serve and help others according to their need - “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” - Mark 12:31; "So 
whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them.” - Matthew 7:12; Our neighbor includes those who are not like 
us or even our enemies - Luke 10:30-37; Luke 6:33-36; “So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone . . ..” - 
Galatians 6:10; Romans 13:8-10; James 2:8. 
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b) to give mercy to those who have failed God and others - “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. Judge not, and you 
will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to 
you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will 
be measured back to you." - Luke 6:36-38; “And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners 
came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, "Why does your 
teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?" But when he heard it, he said, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, 'I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.' For I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners." - Matthew 9:10-13; “For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.” - 
James 2:13; Romans 2:3-5. 
 
c) to give assistance to and speak up for the poor, the lowly and the vulnerable - “When you give to the needy, sound no 
trumpet before you . . ..” - Matthew 6:2; “The rich are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share.” – 
I Timothy 6:18; “Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute. Rescue the weak 
and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked." - Psalm 82:3-4; Jeremiah says of helping these – “Is not this to know 
me? declares the Lord.” - Jeremiah 22:16; “Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and 
widows in their affliction . . ..” - James 1:27; Psalm 103:6; [See also commitments section 4/e]; We must make sure that we are 
not oppressing the lowly – James 5:1-6;         I Corinthians 6:7-10; Ezekiel 22:29-31.  
 
d) to love, bless, pray for and feed our enemies, returning good for evil - “But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you.” - Matthew 5:44; "But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you.” - 
Luke 6:27; “Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, 
says the Lord.’ To the contrary, ‘if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing 
you will heap burning coals on his head.’ Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” - Romans 12:19-21; “Do 
not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a 
blessing.” - 1 Peter 3:9; I Thessalonians 5:15. 
 
e) and to share the good news of Jesus in both word and deed with all people. - "You are the light of the world. A city set on a 
hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In 
the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 
heaven.” - Matthew 5:14-16; “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you." - Matthew 28:19-20; “But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the end of the earth." - Acts 1:8;     I Peter 3:15. 

 
 7. a) In all of this we rely on God’s Spirit working in us  - Speaking of the difficulty of obedience Jesus said, “Humanly 

speaking, it is impossible. But with God everything is possible.” - Matthew 19:26 (NLT); “For it is God who works in you, both to 
will and to work for his good pleasure.” - Philippians 2:13; More specifically our obedience is the fruit of the Spirit who works in us – 
Galatians 5:22-23; In Romans 8:4 Paul speaks of “the righteous requirement of the law” being fulfilled in us, “who walk not according 
to the flesh but according to the Spirit”; So we need the Spirit to continue to fill us - Ephesians 5:18; Just as the apostles received the 
Spirit at Pentecost in Acts 2, they were filled again in Acts 4:31; Although God requires that we obey – Matthew 7:21; John 14:15; 
Galatians 5:19-21, we can take no credit for our obedience because it is God who enables us to do it. Also, we are only doing what we 
are supposed to do in the first place – Luke 17:10. And there is certainly no room for pride, since we are simply forgiven sinners – 
Luke 18:9-14. 

 b) and seek God’s mercy and restoration when we fail - Jesus taught us to pray - “Forgive us our sins, for we ourselves 
forgive everyone who is indebted to us.” - Luke 11:4; “For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you.” - Matthew 6:14; “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” - 1 John 1:9; Psalm 32:5; Proverbs 28:13. 

 c) as we await the day when Jesus will return and welcome us into his kingdom. We are to be ready for Jesus’ coming. 
Jesus said, “Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or 
when the cock crows, or in the morning - lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake." - 
Mark 13:35-37; “For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person 
according to what he has done.” - Matthew 16:27; Jesus will say to the faithful – “Well done, good and faithful servant. You have 
been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.” - Matthew 25:21; “Blessed are those servants 
whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and 
he will come and serve them.” - Luke 12:37. “Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for [a new heaven and a new earth], be 
diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace.” - 2 Peter 3:14; “Now to him who is able to keep you from 
stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.” - Jude 1:24-25. [See 
confession #6]. 
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